JOIN US
on the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway

All you need to know about becoming a
MEMBER or VOLUNTEER

Award Winning Heritage Railway

Registered Charity No. 1133186

A little about the railway
e Gloucestershire Warwickshire
Railway Trust (GWRT) is a
registered charity supporting the
operation of steam and diesel
passenger trains on the
Gloucestershire Warwickshire
Railway.
Since 1981 a group of enthusiastic
volunteers has been working hard to
bring one of England’s most scenic
railway lines back to life.

Today the track runs northwards from
the edge of Cheltenham Race Course,
through glorious Cotswold scenery
via the second longest (and reputedly
haunted) tunnel on a preserved
railway, to Winchcombe station.
From there it runs to Toddington, our
administrative centre and main
operational base. e line then
continues over the beautiful
Stanway Viaduct to Laverton.

From a once barren empty track bed,
twelve miles of railway has been
re-laid, station buildings reconstructed
or refurbished and platforms that were
demolished by British Railways have
been restored.

Stanway Viaduct

“Any volunteer organisation that welcomes the public needs people who put on
the friendly and helpful face for visitors’.
Philip Young, Recruitment Director, GWRT
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Winchcombe Station: re-built by our volunteers

We have undertaken ambitious
projects to remove period railway
buildings from other sites and relocate them to this scenic line.
An example of this is the station
building at Winchcombe, which came
brick by brick from Monmouth, Troy.

flect the original buildings of the Great
Western Railway.
Our target for re-opening to Broadway
is 2017, or before if our plans come to
early fruition, which means we have
even more exciting times ahead and
you could be part of our success story!

Having already completed 12 miles
of track through the glorious Cotswold
countryside, we are now looking to extend the line by a further two miles to
the beautiful village of Broadway.
So far our volunteers have rebuilt the
platforms on the station site ready for
the trains to run into.
Planning permission has been received
for the station buildings and signal
box, sympathetically designed to re-

Greet Tunnel

“My wife Hilary became a Booking Oﬃce Clerk 3 months ago. She says: If you
can’t beat them, join them !”
Jo, Broadway volunteer
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Why not consider joining us as a member?
Today the railway is thriving. Not
only have the GWRT’s volunteer
workforce re-created one of the finest
heritage railways in the UK, but they
also run it.
By becoming a member of the
Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway
Trust you’ll be helping one of
preservation’s most ambitious and
exciting projects to grow.
You’ll be kept in touch with our
progress through the award-winning
magazine, e Cornishman.
You will also be helping that
progress just by being a supporter.

We are a vibrant and friendly society
and we’d love to have you and other
members of your family on board.
You don’t have to live near the railway
to support it, indeed our members are
located not only all over the country,
but also around the world.

“As Toddington Village was my home in the late 1950's our family have become
Members to help revive the halcyon days of steam train rides through the
beautiful Cotswolds.”
Chris, member, Surbiton
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As a member you’ll be supporting your railway and helping it to develop.
In addition you will receive: Four quarterly issues of our award winning magazine e Cornishman to keep
you up to date with the latest news
A voucher for a day's free travel on your next visit
e opportunity to work as a volunteer on the railway
As you would expect, operating a 110 year-old steam railway, comprising
earthworks, track, buildings, signalling, locomotives and rolling stock, is an
expensive business, and even more so as we advance into the next decade.
e ongoing support from our members and the time given by our volunteers
is essential in order to ensure the continued success of the railway.
We will be delighted to welcome you as a MEMBER of the Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Railway Trust.
Why not take action today and become a member by filling in the application
form, which can be found on page 11 of this booklet. If you are a UK taxpayer
please remember to Gi Aid your subscription.
“I support the Railway as a Member so that young children will continue to
enjoy the delights of omas and steam trains rides to meet Father Christmas”
Jean, member, Cheltenham
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Why not consider joining as a volunteer?
Becoming a volunteer is a great
opportunity to help keep one of
Gloucestershire’s foremost visitor
attractions running – and fun too!

Travelling Ticket Inspector:
meeting the visitors on the train and
having a friendly chat with them.

Our heritage railway depends entirely
on volunteers for its successful day-today operations.

Railway Catering Services: selling
refreshments on the train and at the
Coﬀeepot Café at Winchcombe
station.

As you would expect, as a people
organisation, we need volunteers who
enjoy meeting our visitors.

Our shops at Toddington and
Cheltenham: selling souvenirs,
books, etc.

ese public-facing roles areBooking Oﬃce staﬀ: the first point of
contact our visitors have with us at a
station, selling tickets and answering
queries.

“I volunteer because the immense pleasure it brings to those who visit. I feel I
am helping volunteers to fulfil their dreams and share enjoyment with members
of the public, young and old".
Ann, Station Master
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Rebuilding platforms at Broadway

Our main attraction runs through the charming Cotswold countryside, bringing a
lot of enjoyment to tens of thousands of people every year. To enable us to do this
we need volunteers to restore and maintain our:
Track - you will need to be fit and enjoy working outside in all weathers
Line-side - including drains, vital work to reduce the risk of landslides
and keeping vegetation under control
Signalling systems - a skilled vital job that ensures we operate safely
Carriages - a constant challenge maintaining our fleet of coaches
Locomotives -both steam and diesel
Buildings and other structures - keeping them well maintained, presenting a
smart appearance for our visitors to enjoy
If you are skilled in woodworking, metal-working, upholstery, mechanical and
electrical engineering, and painting, our Carriage and Wagon or our Locomotive
Departments are where we need you!

“We all have a can do attitude, work as a team and I always go home with a
great feeling of achievement and satisfaction.”
Roger, Broadway volunteer
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Jobs everyone wants to do!
ere are, of course, the jobs
everyone wants to do!
Drive an engine, wave a flag and blow
a whistle - or pull the signal levers!
Footplate crew (Steam and diesel):
you will start as a engine cleaner
learning how these machines work
and then work your way up as a
fireman or second man to the
coveted job of driver!

Station Master: you will start as a
Booking Oﬃce Clerk.
Signalman: you will need to gain
experience elsewhere on the railway
before starting your training as a
signalman.

Guards: you will start as a Travelling
Ticket Inspector.

Other roles
We also need the unsung heroes of any
successful operation, the back room
staﬀ that make everything else work!
Marketing, Admin, IT, Accounting,
Fire Department including health
and safety, and our Friends of
Winchcombe and Cheltenham Race
Course stations.

undergo a medical examination.
You may have existing skills acquired
from your working life or hobbies or
may want to try something completely
diﬀerent.

Our current major project is to restore
the line to Broadway. To achieve this
we need volunteers with a wide range
of skills associated with a major
development project.

Want to know more? We hold regular
New Volunteer Days at which you can
find out about all the volunteering opportunities available.

ere are opportunities for everyone.
With all roles we oﬀer training and
support. For operational jobs, you may
be required to take written tests and

Please understand that to volunteer
you need to be a Member of the Trust.

To reserve your place,
please contact us by emailing
enquiries@gwsr.com
telephone 01242 621405 or visit
www.gwsr.com

"I volunteer because I want to make our visitors feel welcomed and have an enjoyable heritage experience."
Brian, Station Master
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Young Volunteers
Founded in 2010 with just four
enthusiastic youngsters, the aim of
the Young Volunteers Group is to
allow younger people aged between
11 and 16 to volunteer on the railway.
e group develops members’
understanding of what it means to
work on the railway and enables them
to become a full volunteer in a
department of their choice when they
reach 16.
Projects undertaken by the Group
include:Painting fences.
Running the games area at omas
weekends.
Welcoming visitors on Fish & Chip
special trains.
Helping with car parking at the steam
and diesel galas.
Dressing up as elves on the Santa
Specials.
Restoring a diesel shunter - an
ongoing project.

In addition to making friends with
people their own age who also have an
interest in railways, membership has
helped two of the Group obtain
apprenticeships.
Other benefits of belonging to the
Group include regular trips to other
preserved railways in the UK and
abroad.
Interested in joining this group that
meets monthly? en please email
yvg@gwsr.com
telephone 01242 621405 or visit
www.gwsr.com

"It is a great weekend hobby to be working in and around trains and meeting
people with the same interests. I am also gaining good engineering experience,
which I hope to be able to use in the future.”
Chris, Young Volunteer
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Membership Rates Valid from January 2014
Membership Category

1 Year

3 Years

Life Member

Adult (16-59)

£20.00

£55.00

£500.00

Additional Adult

£12.00

£31.00

£325.00

Senior (60 and over)

£16.00

£44.00

£320.00

Additional Senior

£12.00

£31.00

£120.00

Child (5-15)

£13.00

£35.00

N/A

Student

£13.00

£35.00

N/A

Family 2 adults, 3 children

£40.00

£108.00

N/A

Gift Aid Declaration
By signing the Gi Aid declaration on the New Members Application Form, you
confirm that you have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital
Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of
tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that you
donate to will reclaim on your gis for that tax year. You understand that other
taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. You understand the charity will
reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that you give on or aer 6 April 2008.
Please notify the G.W.R. Trust if you:
Want to cancel this declaration
Change your name or home address
No longer pay suﬃcient tax on your income and/or capital gains.
If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the
additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gi Aid donations on your
Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.
If you wish to join us as a member, please complete the membership
application form opposite
“As a chartered engineer, being a volunteer at the GWSR enables me to apply my
engineering knowledge to a diﬀerent industry.”
John, volunteer
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New Members Application Form
If you wish to keep this booklet intact please download a copy from our website or photocopy

Please complete the following form. If you are a UK taxpayer,
we can claim an extra 25% of your subscription; to enable us to
do so, please sign at the foot of this form, ticking both boxes if
possible. See page 10 for categories, terms and cost of membership.
BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE (*Mandatory information)

Registered Charity
No. 1133186

*Mr/Mrs/Miss, etc..............................................................................
*Full name...............................................................................................................................
Additional Member Names .................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................
*Address..................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................
*Post Code.................................*Tel No................................................................................
Mobile No................................................................................................................................
E-mail address........................................................................................................................
For student membership, NUS number ............................................................................
I wish to become a Member of the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway and
I am joining as Adult  Adult +1  Senior  Senior +1  Child  Student 
Family  and I would like to join for One Year  ree Years  Life 
Total subscription £........................... Donation (optional) £...........................
Total enclosed with this form £............................................(Cheques payable to GWRT please)
Signed...................................................................... Dated.....................................................
By applying for membership, all persons named on this form agree to be bound by the rules laid
down in the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway Trust’s (“the Company”) Memorandum and
Articles (which are available for inspection at Toddington Station) and shall not commit the
Company to any unauthorised expense. Please allow 28 days for delivery of your membership
card(s).

GIFT AID DECLARATION
Please Gi Aid my payment: Today only  Future payments 
I have read and understood the declaration on the previous page.
Signed...................................................................... Dated.....................................................

Send the completed form and your remittance to: e Membership
Secretary, GWRT, e Railway Station, Toddington GL54 5DT.
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